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THE CAMPAIGN IN VIRGINIA.
THE GBEAT. BATTLE.

JXR. STANTON'S DISPATCHES.
Washington, May 8.5 P. M..Major

General John A. JDix, New York4- We are yet
without any official dispatches from the Army
of the Potomac, except those referred to this
rooming from the Medical Director and Chief
Quartermaster, and nothing additional litis
Leen received by the Ihpartment from any other
source.
A part of the wounded arrived in arobu-

hnce$ this morning at Rappahannock Station,
and aro on their way by railroad. The Depart¬
ment will probably receive dispatches by that
train, which will arrive hero to-night.
A dispatch froru Gen. BiUler vast, received,

and which lefc him yesterday, states that a di¬
version has been made by his forces on the
railroad between Petersburg and Richmond,
and had succeeded is destroying a portion of it so
aa to break that connection. That there had
5>eeo some severe fighting, but he had succeed¬
ed. He heard from a Rebel deserter that Gen.
Hunter Ttas dangerously wounded. Pickett
also, Jones and Jenkings were killed.
Nothing Liter has been heard from Sherman.
[Signed] Edwin M. Stanton,

Secretary of War.
Washington, May 9, 3 0 4-3 A. M. .To'

Major Gen. Diz: We have intelligence this
morning, by scouts direct from, the army, as

late as Saturday evening, but no official re¬

ports. The general results may be stated as a

success to our arms.
The- lighting on Friday was the most desper¬

ate known ir» modern time?. I deeply regret
to soy chat the country will have to mourn^he
death of that, accomplished soldier, Brigadier
General Wads worth, who was struck in the
forehead by a bail, at the head of his command
while leading them against one of the enemy's
strongest positions. His remains are in our

hands, in charge of Col. Shaipe. Q-en. Webb
was wounded. General Jones, of the Rebel
army, was killed.
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The condition of car army is represented to
be most admirable. Their cool, determined
courage has in even? instance Droved too much

O O/ 1

for the desperate fury of the iiebele, who have I
been driven at ail points, There has been no

straggling. At the latest accounts Hancock
was pushing forward rapidly by the Spottsyl-;
yania Court Hou-e, and yesterday heavy can¬

nonading was heard at Aquia Creek from that
direction until 3 o'clock.
Washington, May 9. 11.30 A. M..'To

Major General Dix: This Department has jast
received irotn General Butler the official report
of General Lee of the operations on Friday. He
says their loss in killed is not large, but they
had many wounded.
* He 1'grieves to.announce that General Long-
street was severely wounded, General Jenkins
kiJed, and General Pegfom badly wounded,
on Thursday, and that it i;s supposed General
Stafford will recover.'7
He thanks a merciful God that every advance

on General Grant's part has been repulsed..
He states chat our forces attacked them and

n caused soVue contusion. .1

General Wads worth's body fell Into their
hands, but our report, this morning states that
icisuovv 'ia oar possession, under charge of
Colonel Sharps, as staced in my dispatch this
morning. Tne belief here is that Lieut, Gen¬
eral Grant is achieving a complete victory.
We have lost some prisoners. One regiment,

the Gth' Pennsylvania lleserves, charged
through an abattis of the enaaiy, bul were un¬

able to gee back, an 1 the most of them were

captured. We have also taken a large number
c-f prisoners, supposed to be more than we lost.
The wouudei had not yet arrived at the

point where trains were to receive them. The

j Medical Director reports that a large propor
j tion are slight- wound?.. Artillery was not

used on either side the first two days.
There is nothing later from General Butler

than the dates of my last dispatch.
General Sherman was heard from last night.

He had been all day reconnoiterinsr the enemy's
position, and would attack him fx-day.

[Signed] Edwin M. Stanton,
Secretary of War.

Washington, May 9.4o'flIock P. M..To
Major General Dix, New York: Dispatches
have just reached here, direct from General
Grant. They are not fnilv deciphered yet, but
he id on to Richmond. We have taken 2,000
prisoners. A bearer of dispatches from Gen.
Meade's headquarters has just reached here..
He stares that Lee's army commenced falling
back on the night of Friday. Our army com-

menced the pursuit on Saturday. I
The Hehels were in full retreat for Richmond j

by the direct road. Hancock passed through I
Spottsylvania Court House at daylight. Our
headquarters at noon yesterday were twenty
miles south of the battle-field. We occupy
Fredericksburg. The 22 i New York cavalry
occupied that place at 8 o'clock last night..
The depot for our wounded is established at

Fredericksburg.
J Signed] E. M. Stanton,

Secretary of War.
The Washington Obronicls of (his morning

says that uliuneock with the '2d corps, passed
through Spotsylvania Court House ou Sunday
morning at daylight."
The fallowing note was read in the Senate of

the United States yesterday. !
I have heard from Generals Grant and |

Meade. They arr- on to Richmond. Lee i> in j
full retreat, and Hancock, Sedgwick, Warren,
and Burnside are close on his heels.

h. M. Stanton Secretary of War.
From the Northern papers and their corres¬

pondents we extract the following: One wri-
ter says:
"The fighting on-Thursday and Friday w?s

very severe, with skirmishing only on Satur¬
day. Lee's first onset was made upon the
left, hut failing he then feii upon the centre
and finally upon the right, where the hardest
contest took place, liere the Confederates
charged upon the Federal lines twice, but

i were repuised each time. Hancock's corps
| charged back twice, s.nd at one time entered
that portion of the Confederate entrenchments
commanded by A. l\ Hill, but was compelled

| to fall back. Seymour's division of Hancock's
corps was badly cut up. Generals Wadsworth
and Bartlett were badly wounded, the former
having been knocked off his horse by a spent
ininnie bail. The number of Federal wounded
is reported at about ten thousand ; the killed

| at two thousand.5' Another correspondent of a

| New York paper writes: ''Friday closed upon
a terribly hard fought field. Lee's tactics of

fc'

throwing his whole army first upon one wing
j and then upon another have again been brought
to bear, but the Army of the Potomac has re-

; pulsed the truieadous onslaught. The first
j attempt was made upon Hancock's 2d corps,
which stood its ground. Then the Confede¬
rates hurled their battalions upon Sedgwick's,
and once or twice gained a temporary advan-

j tage, but the veterans rallied, and the Confed- j
i erat.es were repuised.

About halt past four o'clock, P. M., Lee
j made a feinc attack upon the whole line, and
| then suddenly fell with his whole force upon
| Sedgwick, driving him back temporarily, but

j the advantage gained was soon regained, and j
j the Confederates were again hurled back.

Night now came on, and it was believed at

j headquarters that Lae had withdrawn from
the troat. The nature ot the ground had
been of a terrible character, most ot it so thick¬
ly wooded as to render movements ail but im¬
possible, and to conceal entirely the operations
of the Confederates.
JThe loss on bo tit sides is very heavy."
Another letter, dated Wilderness, Friday

P. «)!. says; "The ijaost terriiia battle yet

fou,ent;closed to day. Lee's entW -7^made repealed and furious assa«1f« ».. °,M
right and left wings, commanded beand Sedgwick, with temporary fu<\eA^'"'j f
has been driven back with great, sWKter "ll

An attack was made about firaro'Swic'iV-arternoon simultaneously unon the w'hnC r,'"2
y .\? -1 rr*" :

- Vimpwhich was repulsed. Towards dark the fv'
federates concentrated upon the Federal \\X'.and fell suddenly upon N^vriek,
portion of his line, but Sedgwick succeededin reforming his line, and secured it again**
farther disaster, and the ConfV derofes
drew from his front.

Chvr losses have been heavy, but our amv
to-day has certainly achieved a decided sue'
cess. It has battled all the ottensive efforts of
the Confederates.
The almost in penetrable woofo with ^i;U}

the battleground is covered enabled die Con¬
federates to conceal their movements ahncK
perfectly until the very moment or their exe*

,
. * icution.
An "eye witness1' in a New York pop,"?

writes as follows: "Or- Thursday the arniv
sustained successfully the fierce attack of the
bulk of Lee's army. On Friday we attnoked
and drove them some distance, iwA took all
their wounded nrisoners, and woo a decisive
victory. On Saturday there was no fighting,
and Leeway believed to be rctirjr.sr."
Headquarters Army of Potomac, Sat¬

urday Evening".. Ar. noon to*uayoui
| « c> *

ers advanced t!iron^a tcic woods, aiu* iuuua

that Lee had retreated. Ot* n. Grant pu/.licd
ouo a. strong picket force on \he avenue- load-
£ng westward, and resumed his crigi.'iai
of the campaign, llancock s corps u rio* at

Spotsylvania Court House.
The whhole army is now iBOv-ng ror\vard}

and we may not hear fro-n it again Ux r. week.
The medical director of 11)e army estimate:

out loss at near 10V00 as \ twelve m

fifieen hundred killed and eight iliousanu
wounded.

^

w-neral Arrant has taken up the- b'idpes in'
his rear, ] no Seventh Penn>yJvanin ilysenrc$
charged through a dense thicket, un-i oein*
unabie to get back, all but sixty were takeu
prisoners,

(jren. Wadsworth, of New Yo r-c, t?as killed

|>y being shot through the head whilst lefidrng
his division through a terrinc ?niisketry fire,

All communication by railroad with G-ran^s
Army has been cut off, and ic is reported that
the tracic of the Orange and Alexandria Haii*
road, above Beakon Station has been torn up

by the Confederates. The trains that wont up

on Sunday to bring down the wounded, return*

ed yesterday, and M>j. Gen. Crittenden ami

Bng. Gen. Leadley and staffs c-arnc back oa

one or the trams, having bec-n unable to
; c .

rcaeh the Army of the Potomac by that route,

The wounded of the Army of the Potowoc
are to be taken to Aouia (-reek. A portion
or the Federal Army occupied Fredericksburg
on Sunday night. Yesterday evening, about

two hundred Federal wounded reached vVasn*

ington from Aquia Creek. The wound? ar«

all of a comparatively slight character, as ¦"<

serious cases were not sent up, owing to th-2

difficulty of travelling.
A large number of' the wounded aro espccr*

ei to reach this place and Washington to-d^y
and to-morrow. The following dispatch from
Gen. Meade is published this morning:

Hq:rSc Army of the Potomac, )
May 8, 1864. j

Km-E. M. Stznton, Sxrztiry of H'ur, Washington;
I have ordered the establishment ct &

pitai at Fredericksburg for the woundea or

this army, estimated at twelve thousand j-

desire that medical officers, ambulance.-, ^
supplies may be sent there at once, as re.iu^L*
ed by the medical director in a disp-itch to tLw

Surgeon General, Ceo. G, Meadz
Major GeneraI Co na naaud i»£.

By S. WiLLLUii, Ass'i JJj'e General
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